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The Riviera Maya has been enduring a particularly bad sargassum season this year (the worst on
record, according to Minister of the Environment Alicia Barcena), which has spurred federal action
as the tourism sector powering local economies falters. "Quintana Roo is a state that sells
beaches, blue sea and water activities. It affects everything," according to a local tourism services
provider quoted by Reuters. The government's action plan was covered by The New York Times,
which described sargassum as “one of the most pernicious threats” to the national tourism
industry: 2 billion pesos ($115 million USD) will be invested in trawling ships and containment
barriers offshore to increase collection capacity from roughly 2,000 tonnes a day to 4,000 by 2027.

While most recent economic news in Mexico has been pessimistic and focused on trade tensions,
this week brought some cheerier headlines — preliminary INEGI data showed 1.5% GDP growth
compared with the previous quarter (the fastest-paced growth since late 2020), though analysts
aren't getting too excited; the manufacturing sector is still weak, with most growth driven by
agriculture and services (and strong exports). Kia also announced a US$649 million investment
to move EV production from South Korea to Nuevo Ledn, aimed mostly at supplying the domestic
market, and Mexico claimed victory in the long-standing dispute with Vulcan Materials in Quintana
Roo after nearly all the company's claims against the government were dismissed by an arbitration
tribunal. And after over a year of disruption caused by the screwworm parasite outbreak in Mexico,
cattle exports to the US have been allowed to resume in the face of rising beef prices north of the
border. "Processors and ranchers in the American Southwest are under intense financial pressure
as a result of the existing cattle shortage and lack of imports," according to the Wall Street Journal.

In security news, the gruesome discovery of 10 bodies last weekend in Zacatecas was covered
in the LA Times, which noted that the victims included a former rural mayor, an ex-police
commander, a bar owner, a rancher, a fireman, and entrepreneurs tied to mining and construction
— sectors heavily targeted by extortion. Five suspects have since been arrested, and Governor
David Monreal has vowed (of course) that there will be no impunity.

In lighter news, New York Magazine published a brief write-up about the upcoming opening of El
Califa de Ledn's outpost in Manhattan (no mention that this year, "Mexico City's most celebrated
taqueria" actually lost the Michelin star that catapulted it to global fame). The recent arrival of US
chain Chipotle in Mexico — covered in the New York Times this week — has raised questions
about how Mexican palates will take to burrito bowls and milder salsas; in this case, El Califa de
Ledn's owner José Andrés Hernandez Elizalde is confident that US diners are ready for the heat,
saying "we're not adapting the taco to the U.S. market — we're bringing the real thing".

Congratulations to Kate Linthicum, for the past decade based in the Los Angeles Times Mexico City
bureau, on receiving the Maria Moors Cabot Gold Medal. The Cabot Prize jury praised her rigorous
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reporting, deep sourcing and elegant writing, highlighting her ability to explain major regional trends,
from populism and democratic backsliding to organized crime and migration, through the
experiences of ordinary people. The committee recognized her memorable coverage of U.S.-
Mexico issues, including manufacturing relocation and cross-border gun trafficking, as well as her
reporting on leaders such as Nayib Bukele, Jair Bolsonaro and Daniel Ortega.

Notable blogs in English on Mexico

In Mexico Decoded, Viri Rios analysed the uneven distribution of green spaces in Mexico City,
known to many visitors as an exceptionally verdant metropolis, but where in reality 72% of
neighbourhoods lack access to green areas of any size within 300 metres. The Mexico Political
Economist examined the US demands of Mexico in the bilateral trade talks last week, noting that
"the result—or dragging out—of USMCA negotiations will certainly continue to be felt well beyond
the halls of power." In CrashOut, loan Grillo reported on his conversation with the lawyer for the
pilot who allegedly flew the plane that took EI Mayo Zambada from Mexico to the US in July 2024
(who was arrested in Mexico in February 2025 and expelled to the US in August). And Miranda
Intelligence's daily Substack covered key developments in energy, fintech, public affairs, and
politics in Mexico.

Top stories on Mexico

Mexico’s President Unveils Plan to Fight Seaweed That Is Choking Beaches
30/07/2026, NYT, David Shortell

Record seaweed blankets Mexico's Caribbean coast, threatening tourism and the environment
28/07/2026, Reuters, Ifiigo Alexander and Paola Chiomante

Mexico Economy Rebounds More Than Expected in Second Quarter
30/07/2026, Bloomberg, Alex Vasquez and Gonzalo Soto

Mexico says 1.5% GDP growth secure unless economy shrinks in second half
30/07/2026, Reuters, Ana Isabel Martinez, Adriana Barrera and Natalia Siniawski

Kia to invest $649 million to bring electric car production to Mexico
29/07/2026, Reuters, Aida Pelaez-fernandez

Mexico to pay Vulcan Materials less than 1% of arbitration claim
28/07/2026, Reuters, Staff

Fintech Plata Adds Ex-Requlator, Former Ambassador to US Board
27/07/2026, Bloomberg, Michael O'Boyle



https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/30/world/americas/mexico-sargassum-beach-cleanup.html
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/record-seaweed-blankets-mexicos-caribbean-coast-threatening-tourism-environment-2026-07-28/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-07-30/mexico-s-economy-rebounded-more-than-expected-in-second-quarter?srnd=phx-latinamerica
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/mexico-says-15-gdp-growth-secure-unless-economy-shrinks-second-half-2026-07-30/
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/kia-invest-649-million-bring-electric-car-production-mexico-2026-07-29/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/legalindustry/mexico-pay-vulcan-materials-less-than-1-arbitration-claim-2026-07-28/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-07-27/fintech-plata-adds-ex-regulator-former-ambassador-to-us-board?utm_medium=email&utm_source=author_alert&utm_term=260727&utm_campaign=author_21102006
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US Presses Mexico to Mirror Its Steel Tariff Wall Aimed at China
26/07/2026, Bloomberg, Gonzalo Soto, Alicia Diaz, and Joe Deaux

Mexico’s Claudia Sheinbaum puts faith in petrol price cap
24/07/2026, Financial Times, Christine Murray

U.S. to Resume Cattle Imports From Mexico After Screwworm Ban
24/07/2026, WSJ, Patrick Thomas

Massacre of 10 men in Zacatecas stuns Mexico
26/07/2026, LA Times, Patrick J. McDonell and Cecilia Sanchez Vidal

Selling Burritos Back to Mexico: Chipotle’s Bold Expansion
31/07/2026, NYT, James Wagner

‘New Yorkers Will Have Exactly the Same Taco As We Prepare in Mexico’ Mexico City’s most
celebrated taqueria arrives in New York.
30/07/2026, New York Magazine, Oset Babur-Winter

Chicharito signed by expansion Atlético Dallas in the USL Championship
27/07/2026, AP, Anne M. Peterson

Notable blogs in English on Mexico
e CrashOut Media — Lawyer: Jando Not Arrested After Mayo Flight
e MXPE — New USMCA demands on Mexico: A breakdown

e Mexico Decoded — Mexico City’'s Green Mirage

e Miranda Intelligence daily reports on Substack
Photo of the Week



https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-07-26/us-presses-mexico-to-mirror-its-steel-tariff-wall-aimed-at-china
https://www.ft.com/content/e548b330-6621-4fc6-b72a-c6dcd50a785b?syn-25a6b1a6=1
https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/mexico-cattle-import-screwworm-7579dc50
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2026-07-26/massacre-of-10-men-in-zacatecas-stuns-mexico
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/31/world/americas/chipotle-restaurant-mexico.html
https://www.grubstreet.com/article/el-califa-de-leon-michelin-taqueria-opens-in-nyc.html
https://www.grubstreet.com/article/el-califa-de-leon-michelin-taqueria-opens-in-nyc.html
https://apnews.com/article/javier-hernandez-chicharito-atletico-dallas-usl-championship-f82d9cc8bba221e1fbdd4f630ff8a230
https://www.crashoutmedia.com/p/lawyer-jando-not-arrested-after-mayo
https://www.mxpe.org/p/new-usmca
https://www.mexicodecoded.com/p/mexico-citys-green-mirage
https://mirandaintelligence.substack.com/
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Tourists strolled along a shore covered with sargassum at Pelicanos beach in Playa del Carmen, Mexico, on
Wednesday.Credit...Fernando Llano/Associated Press




