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It was a busy week for The New York Times' Mexico desk, starting with a report alleging that 

elected officials (mostly from Morena) are "offering themselves" as informants to U.S. authorities. 

This set off the predictable chain reaction in Mexico, with President Sheinbaum questioning the 

article's veracity and its use of anonymous sources. The report was published in partnership with 

Puente News Collaborative, which was also behind the bombshell story in the LA Times in April 

about U.S. prosecutors targeting Mexican politicians shortly before Governor Rubén Rocha Moya 

and nine other officials were indicted.  

The NYT also reported on the shadow of organised crime in local football leagues in Celaya, 

where teen players scarred by violence and addiction see the sport as a way out — and where 

14 players and spectators have been murdered so far this year. In contrast to the grim tales in 

Celaya, the story of an "electrified" nation celebrating El Tri's advance to the round of 16 in the 

World Cup highlights "a flicker of collective optimism" (¿y si sí?) as Mexico prepares to face 

England. 

When the football frenzy fades, the economic fallout from the other big story of the week will 

remain: the US decision not to renew the USMCA trade pact for another 16 years and shift to 

annual reviews. Bloomberg and the WSJ highlighted the risks of this ongoing uncertainty for 

Mexico's economy (40 per cent of its GDP driven by exports), while the BBC described the US 

decision to continue negotiations and not exit altogether as a least-worst-case scenario. This is 

similar to the stance adopted by the Mexican government, with Economy Minister Marcelo Ebrard 

arguing there are no "irreconcilable differences" among the three trade partners and that the US 

would have withdrawn already if it intended to. 

In crime news, Reuters reported on new US OFAC sanctions against Mexican individuals and 

entities allegedly linked to fuel smuggling and the CJNG, as well as on recent big cocaine busts 

in Tlaxcala, which experts say could be an indication of cartels moving drugs to meet surging 

demand in CDMX during the World Cup. Mexico's football fans, history — was it born in Mineral 

del Monte or in Pachuca? — and paraphernalia were covered in various outlets and the LA Times 

reported on the Mexican-Americans who are playing for El Tri this year. The Guardian took a rest 

from football to profile Culiacán native Ricardo Sánchez Bobadilla, whose satirical cartoon starring 

two sicarios has been running in local media outlets for nearly 20 years, and who describes the 

current civil war in the state as the most "vicious" he's experienced. 

Notable blogs in English on Mexico 
 

The Mexico Political Economist published the second part of a deep dive into the Mexican rail 

industry and Sheinbaum’s efforts to expand it this week, arguing that the missing ingredient isn’t 

just more public investment, but more competition in the freight transportation market. Ioan Grillo 



 
 

 

launched a special series on extortion in CrashOut called “Piso”, starting with a report on Mexico 

State, which has become a “key target” for this pervasive crime. In Mexico Decoded, Viri Ríos 

analysed how Morena can learn from the failures of Colombia’s left in its loss to De la Espriella, 

which she describes as “less a national conversion to the far right than a punishment vote against 

Petro”. And Miranda Intelligence's daily Substack covered key developments in energy, fintech, 

public affairs and politics in Mexico. 

 

Top stories on Mexico 

Mexican Officials Have Become Informants for the Trump Administration 

27/06/2026, NYT, Steve Fisher, Jack Nicas and Alan Feuer 

 

¿Y Si Sí? The World Cup Delivers Hope to Mexico 

1/07/2026, NYT, Paulina Villegas and Luis Antonio Rojas 
 

For These Teens, Soccer Is Life. Now, the Cartels Want In. 

29/06/26, NYT, Maria Abi-Habib and Alejandro Cegarra 

 

Mexico’s Export-Led Economy at Risk With Annual USMCA Reviews 

2/07/2026, Bloomberg, Gonzalo Soto and Mie Dahl 
 

Why the expected fight over the North American trade deal never kicked off 

02/07/2026, BBC, Michelle Fleury 

 

U.S. Plunges Trade Pact With Canada and Mexico Into Doubt 

1/07/2026, WSJ, Santiago Pérez, Gavin Bade and Paul Vieira 
 

US Decides Against Renewing USMCA, Shifting to Rolling Talks 

1/07/2026, Bloomberg, Alicia Diaz 
 

Sheinbaum Approval Falls to New Low as Pocketbook Concerns Bite 

03/07/2026, Bloomberg, Gonzalo Soto 

 

US imposes sanctions on Mexicans, entities tied to Mexican fuel smuggling network 

30/06/2026, Reuters, Stefanie Eschenbacher and Stephen Eisenhammer 

 

Mexico cocaine seizures may reflect World Cup demand, experts say 

30/06/2026, Reuters, Lizbeth Diaz 

 

Mexico Central Bank Adds Bond-Buying Tool to Back Liquidity 

29/06/2026, Bloomberg, Gonzalo Soto and Kelsey Butler 

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/27/world/americas/mexican-officials-us-informants.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/01/world/americas/mexico-world-cup-celebrations.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/29/world/americas/for-these-teens-soccer-is-life-now-the-cartels-want-in.html?campaign_id=301&emc=edit_ypgu_20260629&instance_id=177958&nl=your-places:-global-update&regi_id=260591639&segment_id=222278&user_id=881035ce4ca4aa696f072c93990ce396
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-07-02/mexico-s-export-led-economy-at-risk-with-annual-usmca-reviews
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c70yd58y27yo
https://www.wsj.com/world/americas/u-s-plunges-trade-pact-with-canada-and-mexico-into-doubt-4ee87167
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-07-01/us-decides-against-renewing-usmca-shifting-to-rolling-talks
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-07-03/sheinbaum-approval-falls-to-new-low-as-pocketbook-concerns-bite
https://www.reuters.com/world/us-imposes-sanctions-mexicans-entities-tied-mexican-fuel-smuggling-network-2026-07-01/
https://www.reuters.com/world/mexico-cocaine-seizures-may-reflect-world-cup-demand-experts-say-2026-06-30/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-06-29/mexico-central-bank-adds-bond-buying-tool-to-support-liquidity


 
 

 

 

Trump administration’s $46 billion ‘smart wall’ races ahead on the US-Mexico border 

2/07/2026, AP, Rebecca Santana 
 

Mexico's Sheinbaum vows no protection for ex-Pemex chief after wife posts alleged abuse 

video 

29/06/2026, Reuters, Stefanie Eschenbacher 

 

US, Mexico inaugurate sterile fly plant in Chiapas in cross-border screwworm fight 

27/06/2026, Reuters, Cassandra Garrison 

 

Eliminated but not alone: Mexico City cafe becomes haven for World Cup heartbreak 

2/07/2026, Reuters, Diego Oré 

 

U.S.-born Brian Gutiérrez and Obed Vargas signal a new era for Mexico’s national team 

30/06/2026, LA Times, Alberto Perez 

 

A Mountain Town Is the Birthplace of Mexican Soccer. But Which One? 

30/06/2026, NYT, James Wagner 
 

Masked wrestlers flood Mexico’s World Cup streets as fans embrace lucha libre fever 

1/07/2026, AP, Nayara Batschke 

 

Politics aside, Mexico and Ecuador fans keep World Cup rivalry friendly 

30/06/2026, Reuters, Janina Nuno Rios and Natalia Siniawski 

 

‘Like good Mexicans, we laugh’: the cartoonist drawing humour from Sinaloa’s brutal drug 

cartels 

2/07/2026, The Guardian, Thomas Graham 

 

Notable blogs in English on Mexico 

• CrashOut Media – Mexico State: Golden Goose for Extortion 

• MXPE – The investments needed to get Mexico’s trains back on track 

• Mexico Decoded – Why Poverty Reduction Was Not Enough to Save Colombia’s Left 

• Miranda Intelligence daily reports on Substack 

Photo of the Week 

https://apnews.com/article/border-security-smart-wall-immigration-trump-e0ec5fd754a25d345dfb1e5f24a49b80
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/mexicos-sheinbaum-vows-no-protection-ex-pemex-chief-after-wife-posts-alleged-2026-06-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/mexicos-sheinbaum-vows-no-protection-ex-pemex-chief-after-wife-posts-alleged-2026-06-29/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/us-mexico-inaugurate-sterile-fly-plant-chiapas-cross-border-screwworm-fight-2026-06-27/
https://www.reuters.com/sports/soccer/eliminated-not-alone-mexico-city-cafe-becomes-haven-world-cup-heartbreak-2026-07-02/
https://www.latimes.com/delos/story/2026-06-30/u-s-born-brian-gutierrez-obed-vargas-signal-new-era-for-mexico
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/30/world/americas/world-cup-mexico-soccer.html
https://apnews.com/article/lucha-libre-world-cup-mexico-27e8d03b855152afa9c286076b7b6ae1
https://www.reuters.com/sports/soccer/politics-aside-mexico-ecuador-fans-keep-world-cup-rivalry-friendly-2026-07-01/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/jul/02/cartoonist-drawing-humour-sinaloa-drug-cartels-ricardo-sanchez-bobadilla
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/jul/02/cartoonist-drawing-humour-sinaloa-drug-cartels-ricardo-sanchez-bobadilla
https://www.crashoutmedia.com/p/mexico-state-golden-goose-for-extortion
https://www.mxpe.org/p/mexico-train-investments
https://www.mexicodecoded.com/p/why-poverty-reduction-was-not-enough
https://mirandaintelligence.substack.com/


 
 

 

In a country so accustomed to disappointment, ¿Y si sí? has become an act of faith. NYT/Luis Antonio 
Rojas 


