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This week marked veteran narco reporter loan Grillo’s debut in the New Yorker with an excellent
piece on El Mencho’s rise and fall. And somewhat controversially, Paulina Villegas and Jack Nicas
in the NY Times suggested, based on a sample of 24 interviews, that unlike the rest of Mexicans,
Sinaloans might welcome US intervention if it helped curb the violence that has plagued the state
since the battle between rival and Chapitos and Mayiza factions broke out back in 2024. Let us
hope President Trump did not read the article.

These articles and a few others aside, foreign press coverage of Mexico this week started to shift
away from El Mencho and towards other frequently revisited topics: North American trade talks
and a controversial and failed Morena-led constitutional reform to the electoral system.

The official launch of bilateral talks next week ahead of the USMCA/T-MEC review in July was
covered from Mexican and U.S. perspectives in various outlets; the public consultations in Mexico
showed strong support for the trade treaty as reported in Bloomberg, while Reuters reported on
calls from an Arizona Democratic congressman for tighter enforcement on rules of origin.

The rejection of President Sheinbaum’s electoral reform this week, though not surprising, was
framed as a setback for the administration’s legislative agenda by Bloomberg reporters. AP
reported on Sheinbaum’s quick pivot to a “Plan B” of modifying secondary laws to achieve some
of the bill's goals.

True to form, The Guardian examined structural inequality in Mexico. Highlighting the historic
reduction in the number of Mexicans living in poverty since AMLO’s term, the article also noted
the abysmal gap that remains between rich and poor, drawing on a recent Oxfam report that
shows the country’s top 1% still owns 40% of national wealth. The story came out as Forbes
published its latest global billionaire list, with 24 Mexicans making the cut this year, led as usual
by Carlos Slim whose fortune rose to $125bn in 2026 from $82bn in 2025.

In lighter news, the LA Times spotlighted Mexico City’s Masala y Maiz restaurant, which blends
Indian, East African, and Mexican cuisines; a one-night-only pop-up in LA piqued the city’s palate.
A long read in The Economist chronicles the adventures of California cactophiles hunting for rare
succulent species in Mexico and considers the ethics of “vigilante conservation”. Sports news also
got international attention with the first U.S. win against Mexico in the World Baseball Classic
since 2006, and the injury that will keep Mexico’s goalkeeper, Luis Angel Malagon, from playing
in the World Cup.

Notable blogs in English on Mexico

The Mexico Political Economist argued, somewhat bravely, that Mexico, despite its small size,
was in fact the real source of US economic growth — challenging conventional wisdom which
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puts US consumer spending as the main driver. Materia Gris turned to the educational and
bureaucratic obstacles that impede social mobility for most Mexicans. CrashOut Media featured
an exclusive about the exceptional conditions behind bars for Mexican cartel boss Osiel
Cardenas while he was serving time in a Texas prison, raising questions about the transparency
of deals made with cartel operatives who are prosecuted in the United States. Mexico Decoded
took a break from political analysis this week and went to breakfast, offering readers a list of
Mexico City street food recommendations.

Foreign Press Coverage

The Bloody Life and Legacy of El Mencho
09/03/26, The New Yorker, loan Grillo

Trump Casts a Shadow Over One of Mexico’s Deadliest States
11/03/26, NYT, Paulina Villegas and Jack Nicas

Mexico drug cartel chief’s ‘narco-ledger’ shows ties to authorities
07/03/26, FT, Ciara Nugent

Donald Trump calls for more US military action in Latin America

07/03/26, FT, Steff Chavez and James Politi

Mexico Consultations Favor Tweaks to USMCA, Not Overhaul
09/03/26, Bloomberg, Gonzalo Soto and Alex Vasquez

Mexican companies eager to keep USMCA treaty, report shows
09/03/26, AP, Emily Green

US Democrat urges stronger USMCA rules on Chinese goods, factories in Mexico
12/03/26, Reuters, David Lawder

Mexico has a chance to reap nearshoring boons
12/03/26, Reuters, Sebastian Pellejero

Mexico Rejects Electoral Bill, Sheinbaum’s First Defeat in Congress
11/03/26, Bloomberg, Gonzalo Soto and Alex Vasquez

Mexico’s president promises “Plan B” after congressional defeat of electoral reforms
12/03/26, AP, Staff



https://www.newyorker.com/news/the-lede/the-bloody-life-and-legacy-of-el-mencho
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/11/world/americas/trump-sinaloa-cartels.html
https://www.ft.com/content/0899e051-59f6-4da8-aee2-5da153205c01
https://www.ft.com/content/b974477f-61a4-492e-b8b7-9709f4086b4c
https://www.ft.com/steff-ch%C3%A1vez
https://www.ft.com/james-politi
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-03-09/mexico-trade-consulations-favor-tweaking-usmca-over-major-revamp
https://www.reuters.com/world/mexican-companies-eager-keep-usmca-treaty-report-shows-2026-03-09/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/us-democrat-urges-stronger-usmca-rules-chinese-goods-factories-mexico-2026-03-12/
https://www.reuters.com/commentary/breakingviews/mexico-has-chance-reap-nearshoring-boons-2026-03-13/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-03-11/mexico-rejects-electoral-bill-sheinbaum-s-first-defeat-in-congress?srnd=phx-latinamerica
https://apnews.com/article/mexico-election-reform-sheinbaum-morena-c7e2c6687d3beda30d2a319c72ee1976
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Tens of thousands hit Mexico’s streets to mark International Women’s Day
08/03/26, CBC, Tania Miranda Pérez

'Unbelievably unequal': report shows how 1% of Mexicans own 40% of country’s wealth
12/03/26, The Guardian, Oscar Lopez

World’s Billionaires List 2026
11/03/26, Forbes, Chase Peterson-Withorn, Grace Chung, Matt Durot

Mexico Inflation Jump Exceeds Forecasts to Top Target Range
09/03/26, Bloomberg, Gonzalo Soto and Alex Vasquez

The Mexican Restaruant Fusing Indian, East African and Mexican flavors — but don't call it
‘fusion’
07/03/26, LA Times, Daniel Hernandez

Behind Aaron Judge, Team USA scores first WBC victory over Mexico since 2006
09/03/26, The Athletic, Chandler Rome

Mexico goalkeeper Luis Angel Malagon tears Achilles and will miss World Cup
11/03/26, AP, Carlos Rodriguez

My road trip with the do-gooding cactus smugglers
06/03/26, The Economist, Charlie McCann

Towering Baby Jesus statue draws devotion in Mexico City
10/03/26, AP News, Maria Teresa Hernandez

Notable blogs in English on Mexico

e Mexico Political Economist - Mexico is the source of US economic growth

e Materia Gris — Inequality of opportunities

e CrashOut Media — Exclusive: Osiel's Extraordinary US Prison Term

e Mexico Decoded — Authentic Mexico City Street Breakfasts You Should Try

Photo of the Week


https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/mexico-women-march-9.7120006
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/mar/12/mexico-city-neighborhoods-inequality
https://www.forbes.com/billionaires/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-03-09/mexico-inflation-jumps-more-than-expected-to-breach-target-range
https://www.latimes.com/food/newsletter/2026-03-07/tasting-notes-indian-mexican-fusion-masala-maiz
https://www.latimes.com/food/newsletter/2026-03-07/tasting-notes-indian-mexican-fusion-masala-maiz
https://www.latimes.com/people/daniel-hernandez
https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/7103629/2026/03/09/wbc-usa-mexico-aaron-judge/
https://apnews.com/article/malagon-injury-world-cup-mexico-dce27b7c9d5b39ebdea9c7efd252292d
https://www.economist.com/1843/2026/03/06/my-road-trip-with-the-do-gooding-cactus-smugglers
https://apnews.com/article/mexico-tepito-baby-jesus-8f3f86106e9bc6585d88c126929674a3
https://www.mxpe.org/p/mexico-us-ai
https://eduardojgarciacorrea.substack.com/p/desigualdad-de-oportunidades?open=false#%C2%A7inequality-of-opportunities
https://www.crashoutmedia.com/p/exclusive-osiels-extraordinary-us?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=109068&post_id=190653299&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=false&r=ln9kb&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email
https://www.mexicodecoded.com/p/authentic-mexico-city-street-breakfasts
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A working-class area and a high-end residential area in the Santa Fe neighborhood of Mexico City. Photograph:
Johnny Miller (The Guardian)
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