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There was no shortage of Mexico-related headlines at the start of the year, as Maduro’s capture 

by U.S. armed forces reverberated across Latin America. The WSJ detailed his indictment and 

trial on charges including ties to the Cartel of the Suns, taking bribes from Colombian drug-

traffickers to transport drugs, and facilitating money laundering flights from Mexico. Then, the NYT 

noted Trump’s comments that action could be taken against more countries, among them Mexico. 

President Sheinbaum promptly dismissed these prospects, insisting on coordination and 

collaboration with the U.S. government; the AP underscored the differences between Venezuela 

and Mexico.  

A flurry of op-eds and analyses followed. Reuters reported on Sheinbaum’s condemnation of the 

strikes and Mexico’s balancing act of disapproving of U.S. actions on the record, while maintaining 

close cooperation to avoid Venezuela’s fate. The WSJ featured a harsher op-ed by pro-MAGA 

Joshua Treviño, who assessed U.S.-Mexico relations through Morena’s ideological alignment with 

authoritarian left-wing governments rather than cooperation. Bloomberg and the NYT placed the 

episode in a broader geopolitical context, pointing to a revival of U.S. interventionism, regional 

polarization, a changing world order, and erosion of international law. Cuba became a secondary 

fault line, with the FT reporting on Mexico’s growing oil shipments to the island, a source of friction 

with the Americans. Sheinbaum stressed these are contractual shipments and sent for 

humanitarian reasons, but Bloomberg noted they will add to the tension. On a different note, The 

Guardian revisited historic U.S. intervention in Latin America, arguing that while Washington has 

long shaped the region’s politics, the latest episode marks a rare instance of direct action. 

Developments in Venezuela largely bumped from the spotlight some otherwise significant news. 

The NYT followed a train derailment in Oaxaca that killed 14 along the interoceanic railway. The 

AP emphasized victims’ families’ despair and demand for answers from the government, which 

inaugurated the line in 2023 amidst concerns over regulatory shortcuts and environmental 

oversight. The NYT also covered the crash of a humanitarian mission transporting a two-year-old 

burn victim from southern Mexico, killing six, and featured the rescue stories of the two survivors. 

For its part, the AP covered a 6.5 magnitude earthquake that hit Mexico, killing two but scaring 

millions. Beyond breaking news, The Guardian featured an op-ed by Michoacan local Claudia 

Ignacio Alvarez, arguing that the avocado industry has destroyed local communities by entangling 

profit-seeking corporations with organized crime and environmental destruction.  

Bilateral tensions unrelated to Venezuela also drew attention. The NYT released a retrospective 

on a year of Trump’s immigration crackdown, underscoring how it’s changed daily life in cities and 

at the border. Meanwhile, Reuters reported on two new screwworm cases reported in Mexico; the 

border remains closed to Mexican livestock. 



 
 

 

On business and the economy, Reuters reported that higher Asian tariffs took effect after Jan. 1, 

while Bloomberg highlighted a $9 billion dollar-bond issuance to support Pemex; Reuters 

separately noted the appointment of a new head of the company’s production unit. 

Shifting gears, the NYT covered the monarch butterflies’ extraordinary sense of direction, as 

scientists make progress in understanding the patterned insect’s magnetic navigation. In music, 

the NYT highlighted Bad Bunny’s eight sold-out concerts in Mexico City, which drew over half a 

million people, 77 nationalities, and eager campers crazy for the Puerto Rican sensation. In sports, 

Bloomberg covered the sale of a 49% stake in Club América by Ollamani to General Atlantic. 

Meanwhile, The Guardian visited the beautiful Isla Espíritu Santo in Baja California, underscoring 

how rising tourism is straining legal protections born from a grassroots campaign that once 

shielded the UNESCO world heritage site from development. 

 

Notable blogs in English on Mexico 

Unsurprisingly, Mexico-related substacks also focused on Venezuela. In Moments in Mexico  

Alexandra Helfgott explores why sovereignty is so important for Mexico and firmly rejected U.S. 

intervention, highlighting historic episodes that have shaped Mexican national identity. In Mexico 

Decoded, Viri Ríos explains why the fear of intervention is understandable but wrong, citing 

economic reasons as the key differences between Mexico and Venezuela. In CrashOut, Ioan 

Grillo examines the case American prosecutors are building against Maduro, suggesting that, 

while there is evidence of senior Venezuelan officials taking bribes, proving Maduro’s involvement 

will be difficult. In Materia Gris, Eduardo García questions President Sheinbaum's silence 

regarding Venezuela’s opposition leader María Corina Machado, the Nobel Peace Prize laureate, 

suggesting it is an example of Morena’s anti-democratic instincts. And switching to a less 

geopolitically tense topic, the Mexico Political Economist explores Mexico’s growing toy 

manufacturing industry. 

Our own Miranda Intelligence substack in three posts this week (Public Affairs, Energy, Politics) 

analyzed the political and energy implications for Mexico of Venezuela developments, as well as 

covering other relevant public affairs news this week (mobile phone registry issues, electoral 

reform, COFEPRIS changes). 

 

 

 

  

https://momentsinmexico.substack.com/p/mexico-rejects-us-intervention-venezuela
https://www.mexicodecoded.com/p/after-venezuela-is-mexico-nexthttps:/www.mexicodecoded.com/p/after-venezuela-is-mexico-nexthttps:/www.mexicodecoded.com/p/after-venezuela-is-mexico-next
https://www.mexicodecoded.com/p/after-venezuela-is-mexico-nexthttps:/www.mexicodecoded.com/p/after-venezuela-is-mexico-nexthttps:/www.mexicodecoded.com/p/after-venezuela-is-mexico-next
https://www.crashoutmedia.com/p/the-cocaine-case-against-maduro
https://eduardojgarciacorrea.substack.com/p/inequivocamente-antidemocrata?open=false#%C2%A7unequivocally-anti-democratic
https://www.mxpe.org/p/mexico-toys
https://mirandaintelligence.substack.com/
https://mirandaintelligence.substack.com/p/public-affairs-chatter-jan-6-2026
https://mirandaintelligence.substack.com/p/mexico-energy-chatter-jan-7-2026
https://mirandaintelligence.substack.com/p/pulso-politico-ene-8-2026


 
 

 

Photo of the Week 

 
Espíritu Santo, an uninhabited island off the north-west coast of Mexico, is renowned for its 

biodiversity and marine life. Photo by Leon Werdinger/Alamy. 

 

FOREIGN PRESS COVERAGE 

Venezuela’s Maduro Seemed Untouchable. Now He Will Stand Trial in New York. 

01/03/26, WSJ, José de Córdoba et al 

 

Trump Suggests U.S. Could Take Action Against More Countries 

01/04/26, New York Times, Yan Zhuang 

 

Mexico dismisses US military intervention despite Trump’s threats after Venezuela operation 

01/05/26, AP, María Verza 

 

Mexico condemns attack on Venezuela while seeking to avoid its fate 

01/06/26, Reuters, Laura Gottesdiener and Emily Green 

 
Mexico Is Acting Like an Adversary to the U.S. 

01/05/26, WSJ, Joshua Treviño 

https://www.wsj.com/world/americas/venezuelas-maduro-seemed-untouchable-now-he-will-stand-trial-in-new-york-83de4a5b
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/04/us/politics/trump-cuba-greenland-colombia.html
https://apnews.com/article/mexico-trump-cartels-military-e8a8080b9b5ff429b2cf8c960202fe7d
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/mexico-condemns-attack-venezuela-while-seeking-avoid-its-fate-2026-01-06/
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/mexico-is-acting-like-an-adversary-to-the-u-s-5ed0b781


 
 

 

 

Trump’s Ouster of Maduro Shows America’s New World Order Is Here 

01/04/26, Bloomberg, Courtney Subramanian et al 

 

What Latin America Thinks of Trump’s Goal to Dominate It 

01/04/26, New York Times, Jack Nicas 

 

Mexico risks Donald Trump’s ire with Cuban oil shipments 
01/06/26, Financial times, Jude Webber 
 

Mexico’s Oil Shipments to Cuba Will Continue After Maduro 

01/07/26, Bloomberg, Gonzalo Soto and Lucia Kassai 

 

‘Naked imperialism’: how Trump intervention in Venezuela is a return to form for the US 

01/04/26, Guardian, Tiago Rogero  

 

Violence, death and stolen land: people need to know the true cost of an avocado 

01/06/26, Guardian, Claudia Ignacio Álvarez 

 

Earthquake with 6.5 magnitude rattles southern and central Mexico killing 2 

01/02/26, AP, Staff 

 

Train Derailment Kills 13 in Mexico 

12/29/25, New York Times, Annie Correal 

 

Victims’ families demand answers in deadly Mexico train crash as authorities promise to 

investigate 

12/29/25, AP, Ramón Bragaña and Edgar Clemente 

 

Six Dead After Medical Plane Crashes in Texas  

12/22/25, New York Times, Emiliano Rodríguez Mega and Livia Albeck-Ripka  

 

After a Plane Crashed in the Texas Fog, 2 Stories of Rescue  

12/24/25, New York Times, Mark Walker  

 

Mexico's daily murder rate falls 40% under Sheinbaum, officials say 

01/08/26, Reuters, Staff 

 

From an Olympic Snowboarder to an Accused Drug Kingpin and Killer 

12/26/25, New York Times, Norimitsu Onishi and Vjosa Isai 

 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2026-01-05/trump-s-ouster-of-venezuela-s-maduro-puts-spotlight-on-cuba-greenland
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/04/world/americas/trump-latin-america-venezuela.html
https://www.ft.com/content/f04088c3-66af-4d7c-b5fd-df0e423bd837
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-01-07/mexico-s-oil-shipments-to-cuba-will-continue-after-maduro-s-fall
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/jan/04/naked-imperialism-how-trump-intervention-in-venezuela-is-a-return-to-form-for-the-us
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2026/jan/06/avocado-farming-exploitation-human-rights-mexico-indigenous-communities
https://apnews.com/article/mexico-earthquake-san-marcos-ce9e9e76e445e68797e36b2fa8e14418
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/28/world/americas/mexico-train-crash.html
https://apnews.com/article/mexico-train-crash-interoceanic-oaxaca-veracruz-6201a0372818561ad77ca46cce8409c3
https://apnews.com/article/mexico-train-crash-interoceanic-oaxaca-veracruz-6201a0372818561ad77ca46cce8409c3
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/22/us/galveston-plane-crash-mexico-navy.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/24/us/galveston-plane-crash-rescue-mexico-navy.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/mexico-murder-rate-down-40-under-sheinbaum-president-says-2026-01-08/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/26/world/canada/ryan-wedding-olympic-snowboarder-drug-lord.html


 
 

 

A Year Into Trump’s War on Immigration, Images of an Altered America 

12/30/25, New York Times, Luis Ferré-Sadurní 

 

Mexico reports second screwworm case in two days 

01/02/26, Reuters, Staff 

 

Bank of Mexico, flagging new taxes and tariffs, signals support for rate cut pause 

01/08/26, Reuters, Brendan O'Boyle 

 

Mexico Inflation Slows More Than Expected After Banxico Cut 

01/08/26, Bloomberg, Alex Vasquez 

 

Mexico's Pemex appoints new head of production unit, internal documents show  

12/23/25, Reuters, Adriana Barrera  

 

Mexico to hike tariffs on China starting Thursday 

12/30/25, Reuters, Diego Oré 

 

Mexico Raises $9 Billion With Three-Part Bond Deal to Begin 2026 

01/05/26, Bloomberg, Kelsey Butler and Maria Elena Vizcaino 

 

In Pursuit of the Monarch’s Magnetic Sense  

12/23/25, New York Times, Alexa Robles-Gil  

 

They Sang, They Danced, They Camped Out: What Fans Did for Bad Bunny  

12/20/25, New York Times, James Wagner  

  

US Investor Pumps Millions in Mexico Soccer Before World Cup  

12/23/25, Bloomberg, Gonzalo Soto and Andrea Navarro  

 

‘I never imagined we could buy an island’: how a community saved Mexico’s Galápagos 

12/30/25, Guardian, Isabel Woodford  

 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/12/29/nyregion/nyregionspecial/trump-immigration-crackdown-first-year.html
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/mexico-reports-second-screwworm-case-two-days-2026-01-02/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/bank-mexico-flagging-new-taxes-tariffs-signals-support-rate-cut-pause-2026-01-08/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-01-08/mexico-inflation-slows-more-than-expected-as-banxico-eyes-pause
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/mexicos-pemex-appoints-new-head-production-unit-internal-documents-show-2025-12-24/
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/mexico-hike-tariffs-china-starting-thursday-2025-12-30/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-01-05/mexico-files-to-sell-dollar-bonds-extending-2025-debt-spree
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/23/science/neuroscience-monarch-butterflies-migration.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/20/world/americas/bad-bunny-mexico-city.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-12-24/us-investors-patriots-owner-bet-490-million-on-mexican-soccer-before-world-cup
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2025/dec/30/conservation-saved-espiritu-santo-mexico-galpagos-developers-community

