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In a headline-heavy week, the NYT had the most striking story with a haunting portrait of how 

cartel violence affects funeral home workers in Culiacán, Sinaloa. The proximity to cartel 

violence and death highlights the human toll behind the headlines, as workers have become 

silent witnesses “living alongside death”, tasked with supporting distraught families. Meanwhile, 

U.S. pressure on cartels intensified, as it launched new strikes on drug-smuggling boats killing 

14 people, per the NYT. The WSJ added that President Sheinbaum has called for greater 

cooperation with Washington after Mexico’s Navy was drawn into the operation, underscoring 

the country’s difficult position as President Trump’s offensive expands. 

Bilateral tensions went beyond cartel issues, as Reuters and the NYT reported that the U.S. will 

again delay imposing tariffs on Mexico after President Sheinbaum secured yet another reprieve 

after a call with Trump. Reuters also reported on the U.S. Transportation Department cancelation 

of 13 routes, mostly from Mexico City’s Felipe Angeles airport, to the U.S., citing Mexico’s non-

compliance with a 2022 agreement. Meanwhile, the screwworm outbreak remains unresolved 

as the Mexican agricultural minister confirmed there is still no timeline for cattle export’s renewal, 

per Reuters. And in Texas, the AP reported that lawmakers are urging the Trump administration 

to include Mexico’s failure to meet its 1944 water obligations in upcoming trade talks through 

sanctions or enforcement.  

On migration, the NYT profiled Alejandro Juárez, an ex-employee at one of Trump’s golf clubs, 

whose deportation violated federal migration laws as ICE admitted they had “placed him on the 

wrong plane”. Then, it reported on how Mexico’s Los Angeles consulate has become a refuge 

for immigrants caught up in raids, providing a space for complaints, legal help, and venting 

frustration.  

On the economic front, Bloomberg had three notable reports. First, columnist JP Spinetto delved 

into Mexico’s deepening corn crisis, where cultural pride and nationalist policies clash with 

economic reality as climate change, stagnant yields, and a GMO ban drive growing dependence 

on U.S. imports and strain the country’s quest for food sovereignty. Then, it analyzed how Mexico 

could outgrow its northern neighbor, but that this hinges on Sheinbaum’s ability to balance fiscal 

restraint, trade tensions, and an unpredictable Trump. Lastly, it reported that her new sin taxes 

on goods such as sugary drinks and gambling have been approved and are being framed as a 

public health initiative, but critics call it fiscal consolidation and claim it could risk political 

backlash. 

In business news, Bloomberg reported the country’s wettest rainy season in three years hurt 

consumer demand and slowed retail traffic, hitting beverage and retail giants such as Coca-Cola 

FEMSA; on the bright side, the stock market has hit record highs. Femsa introduced its new 

CEO, who pledged a “no-nonsense, straightforward” leadership approach amid a challenging 



 
 

 

backdrop. Meanwhile, Reuters reported that Grupo Carso is reviewing the feasibility of the 

Lakach deepwater natural gas project with Pemex. 

Shifting gears, the AP spotlighted the Catrina parade, where the LGBTQ+ group Las Exóticas 

showcased their art, part of their efforts to increase visibility for their rights amid persistent 

LGBTQ+ violence. Meanwhile, NYT covered the growing number of expat women in Mexico City 

as the gentrification debate continues; it also reported on tourists’ search for tours that offer an 

“authentic” feel of underprivileged neighborhoods. Heading outside of Mexico City, the paper 

revealed that a new study into Teotihuacán’s glyphs reignited debates over the language spoken 

in the ancient city, with scientists now proposing Uto-Aztec, a language predating Nahuatl. And 

on a cheerful note, the AP released a video of a new sighting of the endangered vaquita marina, 

renewing hope for the endemic species. 

Notable podcasts and blogs in English on Mexico 

On this week’s MexMoves podcast, Damian and Eduardo host Uber’s top Mexico executives, 

who break down their strategy and why the country has become one of Uber’s biggest global 

markets. Juan Guerra, CEO of Revolut Bank Mexico, discusses how the fintech will be adapting 

its European model to Mexico, with credit a bigger part of the story. They also examine the U.S.-

Mexico airline imbroglio; the government’s controversial plan to slash credit card fees and its 

impact on fintechs; and the wildly divergent fortunes of Mercado Libre, Oxxo, and Walmex in 

3Q25 amid a slowing consumer backdrop. 

In Bloomberg’s Trumponomics, host Stephanie Flanders was joined by Alex Vasquez and Felipe 

Hernandez to discuss Mexico, examining how Sheinbaum has navigated Trump’s economic 

chaos, and what is at stake for the country in the growing trade war. On Mexico: The podcast 

hosts Tavo and Alex try to explain why the country is struggling to foster investment, and why 

businesses are cautious about Mexico despite such strong fundamentals. On the Modern 

Mexico Podcast, host Nathaniel Parish speaks to Bloomberg journalist Maya Averbuch about 

the problem of cargo truck hijacking in Mexico. And on the Mexico Decoded podcast, Viri Rios 

and Fernando Nieto dive into the large and complex Mexican bureaucracy.  

Mexico-related Substacks featured two pieces in Ioan Grillo’s Crashout. The first argues that 

since 2006, Mexico has endured a part-war, part-crime conflict, raising questions about its 

recognition as an armed conflict. The second includes an excerpt from Andrew Packsmann’s 

new book, Mexican Watchdogs: The Rise of a Critical Press since the 1980s, that chronicles 

how Mexico’s journalists have persisted despite crime and narcopolitics. 

 

  

https://open.spotify.com/episode/70AdK9AWcaMsttPi6cuviA
https://open.spotify.com/episode/641FEhjPfVJeUfbvppEMln?si=1d805d1cb4ea4bfd
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1N6nuGPFT4kku90z1huyKO?si=a6c271c676dd4c8c
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6J7TQkBZprE034eP6YigYu?si=549ef819d7444d72
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6J7TQkBZprE034eP6YigYu?si=549ef819d7444d72
https://www.mexicodecoded.com/podcast
https://www.crashoutmedia.com/
https://www.crashoutmedia.com/p/what-are-the-mexican-cartel-wars
https://www.crashoutmedia.com/p/mexican-watchdogs-journalists-under


 
 

 

Photo of the Week 

 
People take part in the annual Day of the Dead Catrina parade in Mexico City, on Sunday, Oct. 26. 

Photo by Claudia Rosel for The AP. 

 

 

FOREIGN PRESS COVERAGE 

 

After the Cartel Comes, They Pick Up the Pieces 

10/24/25, The New York Times, Paulina Villegas 

 

U.S. Military Kills 14 More People Accused of Smuggling Drugs on Boats 

10/28/25, The New York Times, Helene Cooper and Eric Schmitt 

 

U.S. Strikes Draw Mexico Into Trump’s Campaign Against Drug Boats 

10/28/25, The Wall Street Journal, Lara Seligman et al 

 

U.S. Gives Mexico More Time to Meet Demands to Avoid Tariffs 

10/27/25, The New York Times, Jack Nicas and Emiliano Rodríguez Mega 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/24/world/americas/mexico-sinaloa-cartel-deaths.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/28/us/politics/us-military-boat-strikes.html
https://www.wsj.com/world/americas/u-s-strikes-four-alleged-drug-boats-in-eastern-pacific-e966efa5
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/27/us/politics/trump-mexico-trade-tariff-negotiations.html


 
 

 

US revokes approval for 13 routes by Mexican airlines, citing competition issues 

10/28/25, Reuters, David Shepardson  

 

Mexican President Sheinbaum disagrees with US revoking 13 Mexican airline routes 

10/29/25, Reuters, Natalia Siniawski and Raul Cortes 

 

Mexico, US to keep negotiating toward trade deal, Mexico economy ministry says  

10/29/25, Reuters, Natalia Siniawski 

 

Mexico's Sheinbaum says she and Trump agreed to extend trade deadline 

10/26/25, Reuters, Staff 

 

Mexico agriculture secretary says still no date for restarting cattle exports to U.S. 

10/29/25, Reuters, Cassandra Garrison 

 

Texas’ congressional delegation wants water treaty to be part of trade negotiations 

10/27/25, AP, Bernice Garcia 

 

How a Former Trump Golf Club Worker Was Mistakenly Deported to Mexico 

10/30/25, The New York Times, Luis-Ferré Saudrní and Hamed Aliziz 

 

As ICE Raids Upend L.A., Mexican Immigrants Vent, and a Diplomat Listens 

10/30/25, The New York Times, Orlando Mayorquin  

 

A Corn Crisis Is Brewing in Mexico 

10/31/25, Bloomberg, JP Spinetto 

 

Sheinbaum Gets a Shot at Making Mexico Grow Faster Than the US 

10/29/25, Bloomberg, Alex Vasquez et al  

 

Mexico Poised for Tax Hikes Sheinbaum Once Said Wouldn’t Happen 

10/24/25, Bloomberg, Gonzalo Soto 

 

Mexico's economy contracts in third quarter as industrial activity slows 

10/30/25, Reuters, Staff 

 

Carlos Slim's Grupo Carso is reviewing feasibility of deepwater gas field project 

10/28/25, Reuters, Staff 

 

Mexico’s Wet Weather Hurts Consumer Firms, Will Ding Results 

10/24/25, Bloomberg, Kelsy Butler and Leda Alvim 

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-launches-crackdown-against-mexican-air-carriers-citing-competition-issues-2025-10-28/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/mexican-president-sheinbaum-disagrees-with-us-revoking-13-mexican-airline-routes-2025-10-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/mexico-us-keep-negotiating-toward-trade-deal-mexico-economy-ministry-says-2025-10-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/mexico-us-keep-negotiating-toward-trade-deal-mexico-economy-ministry-says-2025-10-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/mexicos-sheinbaum-trump-spoke-about-pending-trade-demands-2025-10-27/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/mexico-agriculture-secretary-says-still-no-date-restarting-cattle-exports-us-2025-10-29/
https://apnews.com/article/mexico-henry-cuellar-john-cornyn-donald-trump-donald-trump-es-6166fd9ecd3f95e36c7f4b82a6969c63
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/30/nyregion/immigrant-wrongly-deported-mexico.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/30/us/immigration-raids-los-angeles-mexican-diplomat.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2025-10-31/mexico-s-national-symbol-of-corn-is-facing-some-market-realities
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2025-10-29/mexico-economy-sheinbaum-economic-policy-amid-us-trade-war
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-10-24/mexico-poised-for-tax-hikes-sheinbaum-once-said-wouldn-t-happen
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/mexican-economy-contracts-third-quarter-industrial-activity-slows-2025-10-30/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/carlos-slims-grupo-carso-is-reviewing-feasibility-deepwater-gas-field-project-2025-10-28/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-10-24/mexico-s-wet-weather-batters-consumer-firms-to-weigh-on-results


 
 

 

 

Pemex Says Its Hedges Made $150 Million as Oil Prices Fell 

10/28/25, Bloomberg, Alex Longley and Scott Squires 

 

Femsa’s New CEO Launches ‘No-Nonsense’ Outreach to Investors 

10/28/25, Bloomberg, Amy Stillman  

 

LGBTQ+ artists bring pride to Mexico City’s Catrina parade ahead of Day of the Dead 

10/27/25, AP, Claudia Rosel  

 

New Crack at an Ancient Puzzle Reignites Debate for Archaeologists 

10/25/25, The New York Times, Alan Yuhas 

 
For These Women, the American Dream Is in Mexico City 

10/30/25, The New York Times, Annie Correal  

 

Sick of Feeling Like a Tourist? There’s a Tour for That 

10/29/25, The New York Times, Jonathan Zwickel 

 

Scientists spot vaquita calves in Mexico, fueling hope for the world’s rarest marine mammal 

10/29/25, AP, Félix Márquez and Martín Silva Rey 

 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-10-28/pemex-says-its-hedges-made-150-million-as-oil-prices-fell
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-10-28/mexico-s-femsa-femsaubd-meets-3q-estimates-as-sales-rise-in-mexico-europe
https://apnews.com/article/mexico-city-catrinas-day-of-dead-f857278ab7be03e96857c15874448021
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/29/world/americas/teotihuacan-writing-mystery.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/30/world/americas/mexico-city-american-expat-women.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/29/travel/athens-mexico-tourism.html
https://apnews.com/video/scientists-spot-vaquita-calves-in-mexico-fueling-hope-for-the-worlds-rarest-marine-mammal-f1928d6587784b019aa089fa9668766f

