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Two major long reads stood out this week. The NYT reported on the tension stemming from the
prospect of Trump’s strikes against Venezuelan drug boats extending to Mexican territory.
President Sheinbaum has repeatedly vowed that “under no circumstances” would she allow such
an intervention, easing cartel worries who claim, “it will never happen”, but Trump’s volatility
remains a threat. The FT, in turn, presented perhaps the most thorough review of Sheinbaum’s
first year in power. With quotes from observers across the political spectrum, the president
comes across as a balancing populist loyal to Lépez Obrador yet pragmatic and data-driven.
She has averted recession and kept Trump’s tariffs at bay, but a judicial reform that concentrates
power, continued U.S. pressure, and corruption scandals will soon test the limits of that
balancing act.

Headlines concentrated on the devastating floods and landslides across central Mexico. Over
20 inches of torrential rain hit Veracruz, Hidalgo, San Luis Potosi, Querétaro and Puebla, leaving
at least 64 dead and 65 missing, per the NYT and Reuters. In Poza Rica, Veracruz, the AP
captured scenes of devastation: soldiers knee-deep in mud and a lingering “stench of decay”.
Sheinbaum’s visit to the region was met with angry crowds demanding swifter action, renewing
questions over Mexico’s heavy reliance on the military for climate-related disasters, per the NYT.
In other grim developments, Reuters confirmed that 60 bodies found in Hermosillo, Sonora,
earlier this year were part of a “score settling” between criminal organizations. Meanwhile,
Bloomberg reported the approval of a reform to the rights protection law, designed to streamline
judicial processes, but criticized for weakening judicial independence by critics.

Bilateral tensions also gathered their usual share of headlines, with Reuters revealing that 50
Mexican politicians had their visas revoked as part of Trump’s crackdown on cartel-linked
officials. Meanwhile, AP spotlighted two stories underscoring the human toll of the U.S. migration
crackdown: a longtime farmworker with 16 years in the U.S. who voluntarily returned to Mexico
after ICE detention, and the deportation of a Marine’s father. Then, screwworm fears continued
for yet another week, as the Texas agricultural commissioner lobbied for synthetic “Swormlure”
fly traps to be used in Nuevo Leon to stop the outbreak, which the USDA dismissed.

On the business front, the big story of the week was Plata’s new US$250 mn funding round,
which took its valuation to a whopping US$3.1 bn, according to Bloomberg. Less cheerfully,
Delta and Aeroméxico are fighting the U.S. order to dissolve their partnerships over competition
issues in Mexico City, as per Reuters. Reuters also reported that Pemex reached a deal with its
powerful union for a 4.5% salary increase. Elsewhere, Banxico’s deputy governor urged
prudence in cutting interest rates, according to Reuters, citing stubborn core inflation despite
progress toward headline targets.
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Shifting gears, the NYT profiled actress Tamara Henaine, a.k.a. Claudita, Sheinbaum’s
professional dopplegénger, whose uncanny resemblance has turned her into a viral sensation
as her performances blur the line between satire and admiration. The AP highlighted the
government’s effort to vindicate La Malinche through new cultural programs and academic
studies, reframing her legacy from traitor to survivor and symbol of Indigenous women in
Mexico’'s complex conquest narrative. Another NYT feature followed Francisco and Laura
Bautista, Zapotec artisans from Oaxaca who rebuilt their lives in Oregon, merging tradition and
innovation to bring their ancestral weaving into the contemporary art world.

Notable podcasts and blogs in English on Mexico

On this week’s MexMoves podcast, Damian and Eduardo interview Pedro Latapi, CEO of HR
Ratings, on the firm’s growth in Mexico and now the U.S. and its rating outlook for both markets.
Also, Bernardo Cordero, founder of Mexico Tech Week, joins to discuss Mexico’s startup and
tech ecosystem. Lastly, they discuss Mercado Libre’s opposition to the government’s planned
withholding taxes on third-party sellers; Orbia’s rally on divestiture speculation; Plata’s new
round taking its valuation to $3.1 billion; and AFORES’ growing influence across Mexico’s capital
markets.

On the Mexico Political Economist podcast this week, hosts Tavo and Alex explore Mexico’s
structural corruption. They investigate its political-historical origins and how it persisted into
political parties, low-level bureaucrats and the judicial system to become “the biggest problem
in Mexico today”. The Americas Quarterly deep dove into Sheinbaum’s 1styear with special guest
Brenda Estefan, discussing how she has balanced three key relationships: AMLO, Trump, and
the Mexican public.

Mexico-related Substacks this week focused on diverse topics. Moments in Mexico evaluated
the current state of the bilateral water agreement between the U.S and Mexico, as new
challenges threaten an 80-year-old treaty. The Mexican Political Economist scrutinised the claim
that security statistics have improved under Sheinbaum’s presidency, analysing the
discrepancies between murder and disappearance numbers. And in Mexico Decoded, as often,
Viri Rios jumps on some data (indigenous and rural men having more sex than urban men) that
“underline” her firmly-held thesis about capitalism’s many sins — this time linking it to the rise
of “incel” groups and sexless men in Mexico, after a tragic school shooting earlier this fall.
(Though she skips over the fact that the numbers also inconveniently suggest that the
supposedly more capitalist men of northern Mexico are having more sex than those in the center
and south.)



https://open.spotify.com/episode/1KbzYSpzaQZNUoKT7TtgR7
https://open.spotify.com/episode/5fkWXDJQ9PGthBK04NI89i?si=uWBySoM7Qc2Tz5z47PYkvg
https://open.spotify.com/episode/5nUtcu5txopl051gEjdsie?si=869e589784644fd3
https://momentsinmexico.substack.com/p/what-is-the-us-mexico-water-sharing-agreement
https://www.mxpe.org/p/mexico-murder-disappearances
https://www.mexicodecoded.com/p/why-mexicos-educated-men-are-having
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Photo of the Week
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People traverse a flooded street, in Poza Rica, Veracruz, after torrential rain.
Photo by Felix Marquez for The AP.

FOREIGN PRESS COVERAGE

Trump Is Blowing Up Boats Off Venezuela. Could Mexico’s Cartels Be Next?
10/12/25, New York Times, Paulina Villegas and Jack Nicas

How long can Mexico’s president straddle populism and pragmatism?
10/14/25, Financial Times, Michal Stott and Christine Murray

Heavy Rain, Floods and Landslides in Mexico Kill at Least 41
10/11/25, New York Times, John Yoon

Dozens Are Dead and Dozens More Missing as Catastrophic Rains Devastate Mexico
10/13/25, New York Times, Emiliano Rodriguez Mega

At least 44 people dead after torrential rains in Mexico
10/12/25, Reuters, Cassandra Garrison



https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/12/world/americas/mexico-drugs-venezuela-us-military.html
https://www.ft.com/content/4ca40b9a-a831-487a-8aad-b131899920bd
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/11/world/americas/mexico-floods-rain.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/13/world/americas/mexico-torrential-rain-deaths.html
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/least-44-people-dead-after-torrential-rains-mexico-2025-10-12/
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A week after floods, swathes of central Mexico reel from devastation
10/15/25, AP, Felix Marquez

Mexican authorities confirm find of 60 bodies in northern border state
10/15/25, Reuters, Lizbeth Diaz

Mexico’s Lower House Approves Reform of Rights Protection Law
10/14/25, Bloomberg, Alex Vasquez and Gonzalo Soto

Exclusive: US revokes visas of over 50 Mexican politicians in new drug war front
10/14/25, Reuters, Diego Oré, Emily Green and Stephen Eisenhammer

Feeling hopeless in custody, many drop claims to remain in the US, leave voluntarily
10/12/25, AP, Martha Bellsie

This family visit to a military base ended with ICE deporting a Marine’s dad
10/15/25, AP, Staff

USDA rejects Texas Ag department’s fly trap to prevent screwworm larvae from infecting cattle
10/15/25, AP, Kate Mcgee/ Texas tribune

Mexico’s Plata Raises $250 Million at $3.1 Billion Valuation
10/16/25, Bloomberg, Valentine Hilaire and Maria Clara Cobo

Delta, Aeromexico challenge US decision to dissolve joint venture
10/10/25, Reuters, David Shepardson

Mexico's Pemex and powerful union agree to 4.5% pay increase
10/15/25, Reuters, Ana Isabel Martinez and Adriana Barrera

Bank of Mexico's Heath calls for interest rate caution on inflation concerns
10/15/25, Reuters, Ana Isabel Martinez and Noe Torres

Petroperu Bonds Are Catching a Tailwind All the Way From Mexico
10/14/25, Bloomberg, Maria Elena Vizcaino and Marcelo Rochabrun

Mexico’s President Is Popular. So Is Her Professional Lookalike.
10/10/25, New York times, James Wagner

‘Dancing on the Loom’: Weaving Creativity With Indigenous Tradition



https://apnews.com/article/mexico-rains-veracruz-floods-poza-rica-7c52daea5c96c414cee20c82649ca28c
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/mexican-authorities-confirm-find-60-bodies-northern-border-state-2025-10-15/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-10-14/mexico-s-lower-house-approves-reform-of-rights-protection-law
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/us-revokes-visas-over-50-mexican-politicians-new-drug-war-front-2025-10-14/
https://apnews.com/article/immigration-ice-deport-88ba75d220094ed64dc0306334f780fb
https://apnews.com/article/immigration-military-marines-camp-pendleton-20adf7d70dc4a3cff809d926cef32102
https://apnews.com/article/greg-abbott-u-s-department-of-agriculture-mexico-infertility-insects-3ebcde3539be0410104dabf4ca7c9663
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-10-16/mexico-s-plata-raises-250-million-at-3-1-billion-valuation
https://www.reuters.com/world/delta-aeromexico-challenge-us-decision-dissolve-joint-venture-2025-10-10/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/sustainable-finance-reporting/mexicos-pemex-powerful-union-agree-45-pay-increase-2025-10-15/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/bank-mexicos-heath-calls-interest-rate-caution-inflation-concerns-2025-10-15/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-10-14/petroperu-bonds-are-catching-a-tailwind-all-the-way-from-mexico
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/10/world/americas/mexico-president-sheinbaum-impersonator.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/10/style/zapotec-couple-rug-weaving.html
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10/10/25, New York Times, Susan Shain

Traitor, survivor or influencer? Mexico rethinks story of conquistador translator Malinche
10/12/25, AP, Maria Verza

FIFA announces over 1 million tickets sold for 2026 World Cup in North America
10/16/25, AP, Tim Reynolds



https://apnews.com/article/malinche-malintzin-mexico-president-sheinbaum-indigenous-columbus-39f556bb83b56d14fdefb31ba0feeab3
https://apnews.com/article/fifa-world-cup-tickets-aa5ec608f51b398174b1c234d85f8def

